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Costly Florida Hurricanes

Andrew (FL, LA) 1992   $29 Billion

Ivan (FL and AL) 2004  $14 Billion

Charley               2004  $15 Billion

Wilma                  2005   $21 Billion

Katrina (LA, MS, FL, GA, AL) 2005   $81 Billion



Issues of Concern
• Transportation and land use connection

• Carbon sequestration/offsets

• Biomass credits generally

• Development carbon impact assessments 

and open space

• Subsidies for sprawl developments that 

encourage more GHG and VMT

• Subsidies for traditional transportation that 

mean increased GHG and VMT



Transportation/Land Use

• Almost 40% of all Florida GHG emissions

• Mandatory energy efficiency, VMT/GHG 

reductions in all local comprehensive 

plans 

• Legal implications for development 

approvals

• Paradox of economic stimulus legislation



Credits, Biomass, Open Space

• About 17 million acres of open space in FL

• Conservation Lands Identification Project from 

the Century Commission for a Sustainable 

Florida

• Carbon credits as a means of protecting open 

space

• Agriculture, forestry and waste management 

contribute 3% of GHG (2005) but could account 

for 27% of all reductions by 2025



Development

• Negative, sprawl inducing stimulus 

projects adding VMT and GHG

• Continuation of coastal development 

pattern in the face of sea level rise and 

increasingly costly storm damage through 

federal and state subsidies

• Foreclosure relief for speculative real 

estate



Local Government Actions

• Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach 

Counties put into place sustainability 

and/or climate change task forces

• Developing recommendations on sea level 

rise, GHG reduction strategies for public 

investments, adaptation/mitigations plans, 

expedited reviews for green building 

projects



Summary

• Eliminate the subsidies that promote traditional 

transportation and development projects

• Educate the public and elected officials on the 

threats from global warming/climate change

• Develop and promote strategies at local levels of 

government documenting how improved 

transportation/land use linkages are some of the 

most cost effective solutions to GHG and VMT 

reductions


