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Renewables Portfolio Standards

State Goal

☼ PA: 18%** by 2020

☼ NJ: 22.5% by 2021

CT: 23% by 2020

WI: requirement varies by 

utility; 10% by 2015 goal

IA: 105 MW

MN: 25% by 2025
(Xcel: 30% by 2020)

TX: 5,880 MW by 2015

☼ AZ: 15% by 2025

CA: 20% by 2010

☼ *NV: 20% by 2015

ME: 30% by 2000
10% by 2017 - new RE

State RPS
Solar hot water eligible

☼ Minimum solar or customer-sited RE requirement

*   Increased credit for solar or customer-sited RE

** Includes separate tier of non-renewable “alternative” energy resources 

HI: 20% by 2020

RI: 16% by 2020

☼ CO: 20% by 2020 (IOUs)

*10% by 2020 (co-ops & large munis)

☼ DC: 20% by 2020
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☼ NY: 24% by 2013

MT: 15% by 2015

IL: 25% by 2025

VT: (1) RE meets any increase 

in retail sales by 2012;

(2) 20% RE & CHP by 2017

☼ MD: 20% by 2022

☼ NH: 23.8% in 2025

OR: 25% by 2025 (large 

utilitiennns)
5% - 10% by 2025 (smaller utilities)

*VA: 12% by 2022

☼ *DE: 20% by 2019

☼ NM: 20% by 2020 (IOUs)

10% by 2020 (co-ops)

☼ NC: 12.5% by 2021 (IOUs)

10% by 2018 (co-ops & munis)

ND: 10% by 2015

SD: 10% by 2015

*UT: 20% by 2025

☼ OH: 25%** by 2025

*MI: 10% + 1,100 MW 

by 2015

☼ MA: 15% by 2020

+ 1% annual increase

(Class I Renewables)

☼ MO: 15% by 2021

*WA: 15% by 2020

28 states have 
an RPS; 

5 states have an 
RE goal

http://www.dsireusa.org/


State RPS Operational Experience
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Solar Set-Asides

NV: 1% solar by 2015

2.4x multiplier for central PV

2.45x multiplier for distributed PV
PA: 0.5% PV by 2020

NJ: 2.12% solar electric by 2021

AZ: 4.5% customer-sited DG by 2025 

(half from residential)

NY: 0.1542% customer-sited DG by 2013

CO: 0.8% solar electric by 2020 

(half from customer-sited projects)

1.25x multiplier for in-state projects

3x multiplier for co-ops and munis 

for solar installed before July 2015

DC: 0.4% solar electric by 2020

1.1x multiplier for solar 2007-09

WA: 2x multiplier for DG

NM: 4% solar electric by 2020, 

0.6% DG by 2015

DE: 2.005% solar electric by 2019 

3x multiplier for solar installed 

before 2015

MD: 2% solar electric by 2022

Set-aside

Multiplier

NC: 0.2% solar by 2018

NH: 0.3% solar electric by 2014

Set-aside with multiplier
TX: 2x multiplier for all non-wind

OH: 0.5% solar electric by 2024

MA: % TBD for DG

MO: 0.3% solar by 2022

Source: Lawrence Berkley National Laboratory



Electronic REC Tracking Systems

Operational

Under Development
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Source: Lawrence Berkley National Laboratory



State / National RPS Issues

• All Politics is Local

• Think Globally Act Locally

• Create a Floor not a Ceiling



Enhanced Collaboration

• Facilitate dialogue and learning among stakeholders

• Identify effective policy designs 

• Foster stronger regional markets

• Provide input on Federal RPS



and consider 

• How do we craft a national climate energy policy when 
different states and regions rely on so many divergent 
energy sources? 

• Can we ever get agreement on a national energy 
policy or is that expecting too much? 

• Are we better off with developing state / localized 
solutions – why do we need a national approach?

• How do we communicate best practices so that 
effective policies get implemented in other regions or 
even nationally?
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