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The book considers a number of global problems, from choosing a standard for time to 
peacekeeping, from addressing climate change to preventing nuclear proliferation, from 
controlling an emerging pandemic to development. The book starts with an analysis of 
the threat posed by a mega-asteroid set to collide with the Earth. There will be a picture 
of that on the cover. 
 
The book explains that, to understand each of these issues, you have to consider them 
from the perspective of individual countries. What incentive do they have to address 
them--and how are they constrained in doing so by the limits imposed by sovereignty? 
This leads naturally to a discussion about international institutions. When will 
unilateralism suffice? When can treaties help? When are other approaches needed?  
 
The book is organized not by issue but by incentive arrangement. For this reason, climate 
is addressed in several chapters. For this same reason, the problems of securing "loose 
nukes," preventing overfishing, and limiting the emergence and spread of a new disease 
are all discussed in the same chapter.  
 
The penultimate chapter is about development. It explains that local and national 
institutions are as important as international institutions. Both need to be effective for 
global public goods to be supplied and for their supply to improve the lives of people 
everywhere. 
 
The book ends with a discussion of international institutions. It goes back to the founding 
of the most important institutions at the end of the Second World War and explains why 
they developed in the first place. Then it explains that their success depends not on their 
existence but on the most powerful of states using them. This has been the problem in 
recent years. The United States especially has neglected them, and this has helped to 
make them less effective, reinforcing the view that they are ineffective. Our international 
institutions are imperfect but the alternative is worse. Why cooperate? Because that is the 
best way—in some cases the only way—to address these global challenges. 
 
 


